
CASESTUDY

	 Goals	 SFMTA Left Turn Traffic Calming project aimed to reduce unsafe left turns at several intersections in the 
city. 40% of traffic deaths in San Francisco were caused when drivers made left turns and didn’t see the 
person in the crosswalk until it was too late. The city used lidar guns to capture vehicle turning speeds 
at crosswalks. 

		  •	 Encourage slower driver turning speeds (ideally 5 MPH)
		  •	 Reduce speeding through turns, taking a turn at a 90-degree angle

	 Stats 	 •	 67% of left-turn collisions occurred at intersections with traffic signals 
		  •	 31% of pedestrians killed were 65+ years old
		  •	 71% of left-turn crashes were on just 13% of the City’s streets

	 Treatments	 •	 7 intersections
		  •	 Barco Products Premium Recycled Rubber Speed Bumps, some extending into the intersection 
		  •	 Waist-high vertical delineator posts
		  •	 Painting safety zones to encourage slower, wider left turns

	 Results	

 

	 Conclusion	 The result of this project showed that these treatments are proven to slow driver speeds and encourage 
safer left turns for both people in the crosswalks and opposing traffic. It is possible that pedestrians and 
bicyclists felt safer in the intersections with interventions, and chose to use them more.

SFMTA Committed to  
Safer Streets for Pedestrians 

and Cyclists 

71%
Reduction in speeds 

over 15 MPH

REDUCTION OF TURNING SPEEDS

BarcoProducts.com

https://www.sfmta.com/getting-around/walk/pedestrian-improvements-toolkit/left-turn-safety

Scan this QR code to 
view our collection 
of  Traffic Control & 
Safety products

San Francisco Municipal  
Transportation System (SFMTA)

17%
Lower average speed 

(1.7 MPH slower) 

Barco Products Premium Recycled Rubber Speed Bumps


